	[image: image1.jpg]15552014






	ISSUE 5/2014

	In This Issue 

UPDATE FROM THE SECRETARIAT 

RESOURCES 



SUBSCRIBE NOW  

	Dear Members and Friends,
 

Greetings from GAATW International Secretariat. 
 
Thailand has hit the headlines in recent months, not only in the context of the political upheaval in the country but on issues concerning the recent crackdown of undocumented migrant workers by Thailand's military junta. Civil society groups in Cambodia have raised concerns over the mass exodus of Cambodian workers and demanded the Thai government create a due process to ensure just treatment and respect for migrants' rights.
 
Recently, The Guardian has released an investigative report on labour exploitation in the Thai fishing industry, linked to the production and export of prawns in leading supermarkets around the world. The report found that migrant workers are trafficked into 'ghost' fishing boats where they face labour exploitation and poor working conditions. Thailand is certainly not the only country where demand for cheap labour drives exploitation of workers within supply chains of production. The Rana Plaza disaster of 2013 in Bangladesh and the protests of Cambodian garment workers earlier this year are just some examples highlighting the harsh working conditions that still exist, especially in the informal sector. Although there has been action to promote stronger accountability of the private sector and states in addressing the problem, the structural reforms and implementation of protection measures needed to end labour rights abuses, including within supply chains, remain elusive. 
With the newly adopted Protocol of 2014 to the Forced Labour Convention, 1930, ratifying nations will have to ensure law and practice will effectively identify and protect the rights of victims of forced labour to have access to appropriate and effective remedies. 
 
Warm Regards,
 
GAATW International Secretariat  

 



	
	UPDATE FROM THE SECRETARIAT
GAATW REPORTS BACK FROM THE 103rd SESSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE ON A NEW TOOL FOR ACTIVISM FOR LABOUR RIGHTS 
On 12 June, the International Labour Organization (ILO) adopted by overwhelming majority a new protocol on forced labour, along with a more detailed recommendation to guide its implementation. The ILO estimates that there are almost 21 million people in the world today from whom forced labour is exacted. 
 
Forced labour and trafficking are not the same, but there is some overlap as most trafficking in persons is for forced labour (but not all forced labour involves human trafficking). GAATW attended the International Labour Conference in Geneva last month to participate in the negotiations for a new, binding, protocol to update the Forced Labour Convention 1930 (No.29). This Convention, one of the most ratified (by 177 countries), was adopted in 1930 and designed to respond to the issues of the time: addressing forced labour exacted by state actors from people in overseas colonial territories. The negotiations sought to update the protections of the Convention to address today's reality where forced labour is found mainly in the private sector and in households. The proposal was to negotiate a new protocol, that would be binding on states, and an accompanying recommendation that would provide guidance on implementation to states. These new standards also address gaps in the Convention around prevention, protection and remedies for people who have been subjected to forced or compulsory labour.
 
The Protocol of 2014 to the Forced Labour Convention, 1930, demands of states that labour law must "apply to all workers and all sectors of the economy" (Article 2(c)(i)) and includes a provision - further elaborated in the accompanying Forced Labour (Supplementary Measures) Recommendation - on the need for states to regulate recruitment agencies and eliminate charging of recruitment fees to workers (Article 2(d)) of the protocol and article 3(i) of the recommendation). The protocol also requires that states have the measures in place to ensure that survivors of forced labour are not prosecuted for any unlawful activities they were compelled to commit as a direct consequence of being in forced labour (Article 4(2)). In its commitment to addressing the gaps in the Convention, the protocol calls on states to ensure that all victims of forced labour, regardless of their migrant status, have access to appropriate and effective remedies (Article 4(1)). However, both the protocol and the recommendation mention compensation only as one option and not as a requirement.
 
Another missed opportunity was that that neither the protocol nor the recommendation address forced labour in supply chains, an issue that has received considerable attention recently. This issue will instead be discussed separately at the general discussion on "decent work in global supply chains" at the 105th Session of the Conference in 2016.
 
Of course, a binding protocol means nothing until states have ratified it, and we hope that this new treaty will be at least as widely ratified as the Convention it updates. And even that is just the start. States need to implement the provisions - at the very least. As with all treaties, and as was pointed out several times during the negotiations, the protocol sets only the minimum standard that ratifying states should attain. The protocol has the potential to be a powerful tool, but states, businesses and civil society need to use it.
 
THE 26th SESSION OF THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL, GENEVA
This session saw the appointment of the new Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons. Maria Grazia Giammarinaro, the former Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Special Representative and Co-ordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, has been appointed to the mandate. GAATW had called on the President of the Human Rights Council to ensure the appointment of a mandate-holder who will be attentive to the full breadth of human rights violations associated with trafficking in persons. Ms. Giammarinaro certainly meets this criteria and we very much look forward to working with her.
 
The mid-year session of the Council deals with several issues relevant to anti-trafficking work. This session saw the renewals of the mandates for the Special Rapporteurs on trafficking in persons and the human rights of migrants. Member states also adopted resolutions on the Promotion of the right of migrants to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, an issue often overlooked in migrants' rights work at the international level, and on Accelerating efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women. The UN Working Group on Discrimination against Women in Law and Practice reported that global efforts towards better corporate responsibility are 'ignoring women'. The annual full-day discussion on women human rights saw a panel discussion on the Impact of Gender Stereotypes on the Recognition and Enjoyment of Women's Human Rights, an important issue given how stereotypes influence the identification and treatment of survivors of trafficking, and on Women's human rights and the sustainable development agenda, as part of the work on the post-2015 development agenda. There was also a plenary discussion on preventing child, early and forced marriage.
 
This was the last Council session for the outgoing High Commissioner Navi Pillay, as the end of her term approaches. The new High Commissioner for Human Rights is Prince Zeid Ra'ad Zeid al-Hussein from Jordan. 
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Call for Papers: Anti-Trafficking Review Issue 5, 'Forced Labour and Human Trafficking'
Guest Editors: Nicola Piper and Marie Segrave
Deadline for Submission: 30 November 2014
 
The Anti-Trafficking Review calls for papers for a Special Issue entitled 'Forced Labour and Human Trafficking.' While there has been a shift to acknowledging 'all forms of human trafficking,' the current scholarship around the intersections between human trafficking, forced labour and labour rights abuses more broadly is in its infancy. There are many unresolved conflicts between varying approaches to the broader spectrum of exploitative practices referred to (in some instances interchangeably) as slavery, forced labour and human trafficking. For instance, trafficking is addressed in an individualistic framework, whereas forced labour is linked to labour rights' approaches, presenting the possibility of collective, potentially empowering, responses. The different frameworks also result in different political organisations (with their specific histories, ideologies, forms of operating etc.) being involved in the search for solutions: including trade unions, governments, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and international organisations. Read more
 
The Review promotes a human-rights-based approach to anti-trafficking, exploring anti-trafficking in a broader context including gender analyses and intersections with labour and migrant rights. Academics, practitioners, trafficked persons and advocates are invited to submit articles. Contributions from the global South are particularly welcome. The Review presents rigorously considered, peer reviewed material in clear English. The journal is an open access publication published by the Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women with a readership in 78 countries. The Anti-Trafficking Review is abstracted/indexed/tracked in: CrossRef, Ulrich's, Ebsco Host, Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association, Directory of Open Access Journals, WorldCat, Google Scholar and ProQuest. 
For more information, visit our website at: www.antitraffickingreview.org 

 

***  

New colleague at the Secretariat
GAATW-IS warmly welcomes Jasmin Qureshi to the GAATW-IS team as our new Communications Officer for Editing and Media. Jasmin will carry out editorial tasks for the Anti-Trafficking Review Editorial Team and tasks to strengthen GAATW's communication and media work. Prior to joining GAATW, Jasmin worked as Communications Coordinator for human rights NGO Minority Rights Group International and has a background in journalism and non-profit sector communications. 
RESOURCES
Reports/PUBLICATIONS ON TRAFFICKING, LABOUR AND MIGRATION
Profits and Poverty: The Economics of Forced Labour, ILO, 2014
The evidence and results presented in this report illustrate the need for stronger measures of prevention and protection and for enhanced law enforcement as the basic responses to forced labour. At the same time, it also provides new knowledge of the determinants of forced labour that can help us develop and expand policies and programmes to not only stop forced labour where it exists, but prevent it before it occurs.
See:http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---declaration/documents/publication/wcms_243391.pdf 
 
Troubling Freedom: Migration, debt, and modern slavery
by Julia O'Connell Davidson, 2013  
This article is concerned with the role of debt in contemporary practices of mobility. It explores how the phenomenon of debt-financed migration disturbs the trafficking/smuggling, illegal/legal, and forced/voluntary pairs that are widely used to make sense of migration and troubles the liberal construction of 'freedom' and 'slavery' as oppositional categories. The research literature reveals that while debt can lock migrants into highly asymmetrical, personalistic, and often violent relations of power and dependency sometimes for several years, it is also a means by which many seek to extend and secure their future freedoms. 
See: http://migration.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2013/02/13/migration.mns002.full.pdf+html
 
Survey Result - What is forced labour, human trafficking and slavery? Do definitionsmatter, and why? 

The Asia Pacific-Forced Labour Net Survey Result have published the results of their first survey - on whether, and why, definitions of and distinctions between forced labour, human trafficking and slavery matter. 
See: http://apflnet.ilo.org/discussions/SurveyResult.pdf
 
Working with migrant domestic workers in Lebanon (1980-2012): A mapping of NGO services, ILO, 2012
The guide provides an overview of the work of NGOs with migrant domestic workers in Lebanon. It traces the history of NGO involvement with migrant domestic workers since the early 1980s to explore the approaches underlying NGO interventions and partnerships. 
See: http://www.ilo.org/beirut/publications/WCMS_204692/lang--en/index.htm 
 
Gendered Discipline and Protective Custody of Trafficking Victims in Asia
This article seeks to addto the critical work on the changing nature and harms of immigration control byexploring the logic and practices of protective custody in Asia. How can we make sense of the regulatory purposes performed by semi-carceral institutions for traffickingvictims? What do we know about women and girls' experiences of protective custody inSouth and Southeast Asia? In what ways does the dominant anti-sex trafficking discourseof 'protection' and 'rescue' intersect with gendered notions of belonging andcitizenship? And, ultimately, what can a study of gendered carceral practices tell usabout the problems and paradoxes of trafficking control?
See: http://pun.sagepub.com/content/16/2/206.abstract  
 
The Cost of Rights: Migrant women, feminist advocacy, and gendered morality in South Korea
Based on ethnographic research in South Korea, this article delves into the everyday lives of migrant women in two feminized sectors of migration-cross-border marriage and sexual commerce-to situate the act of claiming rights in relation to the gendered pursuit of moral respect. The author shows that feminist groups in South Korea relied on the discourse of victimization and trafficking in pressuring the South Korean state to account for the human rights of migrant wives and migrant hostesses, while reinforcing the moral hierarchy that renders problematic migrant women's work and intimate relationships. 
See: http://gas.sagepub.com/content/27/4/445.abstract 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA
The global dialogue on culture in the Post-2015 development agenda
As part of the consultations for the Post-2015 development agenda - which will succeed the current Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) - UNESCO, UNFPA and UNDP have launched an e-discussion and call for papers on best practices: culture and development. Themes include several that may be of interest to members, such as culture, gender equality and women's empowerment and culture, inclusion and reconciliation. The e-discussions and papers will feed into the UN Secretary-General's final reports. Deadline is 15 July 2014.
 
Globalised Slavery: How big supermarkets are selling prawns in supply chain fed by slave labour
A six-month Guardian multimedia investigation has, for the first time, tracked how some of the world's big supermakets - Tesco, Aldi, Walmart and Morrisons - are using suppliers relying on slave labour to put cheap prawns on their shelves. Full video 
 

CALLS FOR PAPERS
Research for Sex Work 14: Sex work is work! Call for Abstracts
Research for Sex Work, published by the Global Network of Sex Work Projects (NSWP), is seeking contributions for its 14th edition, themed 'Sex work is work'. This theme reflects one of NSWP's core values: the acceptance of sex work as legitimate work. This value reflects the importance of labour rights as an important step in upholding the human rights of sex workers as individuals and as members of the workforce. Abstracts are due 31 July
http://www.nswp.org/news-story/research-sex-work-14-sex-work-work-call-abstracts 
 
News from GAATW Member/s
Position of Human Trafficking Victims in Court Proceedings: Analysis of judicial practice for 2013 (Serbia) 
NGO ASTRA - Anti Trafficking Action, Serbia, in addition to providing direct assistance to victims of human trafficking, continuously monitors the position of victims in court proceedings, both by way of monitoring trials in which victims appear most often as injured parties/witnesses and by analysing judgments rendered for the criminal offence of human trafficking. This is the summary of the Report for 2013. 
 
The analysis of legal practice is based on monitoring court trials for the crime of trafficking and on quantitative and qualitative analysis of court decisions issued in the course of 2013 in criminal court proceedings, either by first or second instance courts. A total of 39 criminal courts' judgments were analysed which, among other things, dealt with human trafficking, 16 of which being first instance judgements and 23 appellate courts' judgements. In analysing court decisions, the parameters crucial for the assessment of victims' position were used, with the emphasis on the data on the victim and his/her hearing, decision on compensation claims, as well as the type and severity of penalties. Special attention in this section of the analysis was given to a final decision adopted in civil proceedings, which was the basis for the first ever compensation claim awarded and paid to a human trafficking victim in Serbia. 
 
To download the report, go to
http://www.astra.org.rs/eng/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/ASTRA-Legal-Analysis-2013.pdf. 

 

Human Rights at home, abroad and on the way
The GAATW e-bulletin is sent out to all member organisations of the Alliance as well as to many of its friends and sister NGOs worldwide. The e-bulletin is published once a month. A Spanish version goes out to the GAATW REDLAC mailing list  after the English version. Sometimes additional follow up information and/or reminders are also sent via email to member organisations. Primarily a tool for communication between the International Secretariat and the Alliance members, the e-bulletin aims to cover a broad range of topics although trafficking related issues remain its special focus. We also use this e-bulletin to inform members about upcoming events and provide regular updates about the Secretariat. We strongly encourage members and friends to send us their input to the e-bulletin at gaatw@gaatw.org   If you do not want to receive this e-bulletin please send us a message at gaatw@gaatw.org and we will delete your address from the list. Please note that we have not inserted the advertisements that may appear on this message. GAATW International Secretariat is not associated in any of these ads over which we have no control.
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